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May 8, 2020 

 
 
Dear Staff, Parents, Guardians, and Community Members, 
 
After much anticipation, Governor Murphy provided us with direction for the next five weeks.  As many of you 
know, we will continue online learning for this year’s duration.  Unfortunately, we will not be able to gather again 
this year.  I recognize that this is not the announcement we were looking forward to, but the Governor and 
Commissioner were clear this week that the health and safety of our students and staff are their number one 
priority.  These are not easy decisions to make, and it is evident that they do not take this light-heartedly. 
 
Now that we know what to expect for the remainder of the year, we will begin to finalize our plans for each of our 
schools and disseminate that information to our constituents over the coming days.  I wish that we were 
provided with additional information on end of year ceremonies, but the Governor and Commissioner indicated 
that their teams are working on solutions, and that they would be providing guidance to us regarding these 
important events.   
 
Internally, we have been developing options while working with our staff and students, but it appears at this 
time, that we will not be able to make final decisions until we receive guidance from the State.  We’re committed 
to holding our traditional ceremonies to the best of our ability and to make these celebrations special, provided 
we’re given permission to do so.  Even if we need to be patient, and celebrate in July, we are committed to 
having a ceremony where we gather as opposed to virtual celebrations.  We will only choose virtual celebrations 
if no other options are made available to us. 
 
At its meeting in April, the Board of Education approved the 2020-2021 budget.  The budget presentation and 
supporting documents are on the district website for your review here.  Next year’s budget was submitted to and 
then approved by the Department of Education prior to the heart of the pandemic and subsequent fiscal 
ramifications.  This week, the Governor indicated in his briefings the impact to the economy in New Jersey, and 
the revenue shortfalls that are now being realized and forecasted.  As such, the Governor will likely develop a 
new budget for fiscal year 2021.  Decisions will be rendered once projections are made available, and there are 
confirmed allocations of federal funding.   
 
Even with federal support, Governor Murphy is anticipating a revenue shortfall, and therefore, budget cuts will 
be likely.  What does this mean for our school district?  In the coming year, New Providence is expected to 
receive $1.8M in school State Aid.  This is the amount of money that may be in part or in whole at risk. 
 
Until we receive our final allocation notice of State aid from the Department of Education, we’ll need to be 
conservative in our approach to this year’s budget.   Our fiscal year will begin on July 1, 2020, as it has not been 
shifted like the State budget to October 1, 2020.   
 
What does it mean to be conservative?  As we have done in the past, we will work very hard not to impact 
programming for our students, and approach budget revisions with fine precision in order not to change the 
culture of the district.  I share this with you at this time because I want to be as transparent as we can with our 
constituents as these fiscal concerns could become a reality.  We also don’t want to be misleading with the 
budget that the Board approved in April.  
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Despite being the bearer of bad news today, I want to assure you that we will persevere in the end.  We work 
and live in a community that has always come together and risen to the challenge in good times and in bad.  
These events will not change who we are or the spirit of this community.  We will adjust and make the 
necessary accommodations to get through these events and maintain the strong programs that we have built 
and come to enjoy over time.  Our students will remain our priority, and we will continue the open lines of 
communication in order to garner your understanding and support. 
 
I hope you have a healthy weekend, and Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers and grandmothers!  

 
Be well, 
 
 
 
 

 
DAVID M. MICELI, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


